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Abstract 
Currently Kazakhs marry through betrothal and by kidnapping the bride. Kazakhs abduct the girl with her consent, and often with 
the consent of her parents. Abductions without the consent was the infringe the common law in the past, but today recognized 
national consciousness as a national tradition. The paper considers the temporal dynamics and causes distribution of the Kazakh 
bride kidnapping. It was apparent that fictitious kidnapping (abduction with the consent of the girl), and a real steal (abduction  
without the consent of the girl) - they are two fundamentally different things, and in the modern Kazakh life exist those two kind 
of abductions. 
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1. Introduction  
 
Theft of a bride with her consent 
In traditional Kazakh society marriage by abduction of the bride has ex alongside with matchmaking, although it 
was relatively rare. Argynbaev considers several options for the abduction of girls with their consent (Argynbaev 
1975: 71-72). Groom kidnaps a bride wood by him, whom he is unable to marry because of different reasons (eg, 
the father violated the terms of the original matchmaking).Thus, the abduction was preceded matchmaking, and all 
parties have been notified of the rights of the bride and agree to them. There were cases of abduction a girl wood for 
another man with her consent. Occasionally there were cases abduction of an unwood girl with her consent, when 
the parents did not agree to marry without dowry (Zhakipova 1971: 55), i.e. situation where "the pursuit of spiritual 
intimacy with a woman overpowering the strictest prohibitions" (Pershiy 1979: 219). Characteristically, these 
options include the suit as necessary norm in marriage - in the first case, the suit was preceded by capture, and in the 
other, if the girl's parents forgive the young, and it ends the process of kidnapping (Argynbaev 1975: 76). This 
action introduced a violation of the rules in the framework of tradition. Currently fake bride kidnapping of Kazakhs 
are not associated with matchmaking. Usually, the decision to marry by kidnapping is taken by youth, sometimes 
parents are alerted.  
Often parents of the groom are announced in advance on future theft, so they have time to prepare, the girls are 
still often hesitate to warn his family. Sometimes they can say publicly or only to hint about her younger sister, or 
anyone of the wives of the brothers. We describe a fictitious scenario of the Kazakh bride kidnapping, which is 
similar to those in other regions of Kazakhstan, although it has its own characteristics. 
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Usually after some party a guy takes a girl to his home. If the parents of the guy are aware of his plans, the house 
is all set for the meeting, and guests are invited. A "stolen" girl steps inside with her right foot over the threshold, a 
guy and a girl are sprinkled with shashu (candy baursaks and so on.). The groom's mother or grandmother throws 
her head a scarf. Bride seats at a table on the place of honor - tor. This is one of the features of the Kazakh bride 
kidnapping. Informants emphasized that this is the only time that the bride can sit on the tor. She will not be allowed 
any more after this. The next day respected people are sent from the groom's family to the bride's parents to 
apologize. A delegation from bride’s relatives is sent to a groom's house, to ask about her consent. The "chase" 
involves girl’s younger brothers, and wife of her older brothers. Its main purpose is to find out whether the girl 
willingly "ran away." Zhenge - brother's wife plays the main role in the negotiations. She finds out if she agrees to 
stay in this house. If so, what she wishes the youth happiness, participants of the "chase" are invited to the table and 
given gifts. If the relatives know that girl left on their own, the "chase" is more like a game. If the girl had not told 
anyone of the family, the "thief" is afraid of a real conflict. As our informant says, the pursuit is not a joke, chasers 
become quite serious, and they can even break the window. The girl is considered to be a wife after the Muslim 
wedding ceremony of Nikah. "If a girl is stolen, Nikah is done immediately. And she continues living as a wife", - 
assured us an old Kazakh woman from Saryzhaz village in Almaty region. However, it is likely that Nikah can be 
done later. The wedding is celebrated much later - after the parties are ready for this event. 
Stealing the bride without her consent 
HA Argynbaev identifies several options of forcible abduction of girls in traditional Kazakh society: theft of a 
wood bride without her consent, stealing someone else's wood bride and finally stealing an unwood girl. The latter 
option can be compared with the modern real abductions, so it is of great importance to quote Argynbaev on this 
subject: "There are such facts when guys of influential feudal villages forcibly abducted an unwood girl from less 
affluent families. Such actions were regarded as a serious crime, and they strongly urged girl to consent to marriage, 
sending ambassadors with rich presents to the parents of a kidnapped girl. In case of a girl’s consent, the parents did 
not particularly insist on her return, and, receiving a heavy fine and a full dowry, blessed the young. In case of 
strong protest of a kidnapped girl, she was returned to her parents, and the perpetrators were fined 
heavily"(Argynbaev 1975: 75). It is quite difficult to say whether these cases were typical. 
Currently, the largest number of bride without their consent is recorded by us in the South Kazakhstan region, 
Maktaraly region. In this paper, the details of the specific case of bride theft Kazakhs are given. 
History of AA.: Born in 1974, in. Raiymbek district, Narynkol village. She was stolen in 1991, when she was 18 
years old. While she was studying at Women Pedagogical Institute and came home for the summer holidays. She 
was stolen by her classmate with whom she was "friends" only for a week and she was not going to marry him. As it 
turned out, he also did not want to marry. However, his older sister refused to allow him to marry a girl with whom 
he was going out. They "found out" A. for him. One day they travelled to the neighboring village Shalkode by car 
with his friends and her friends to visit his classmate. They were returning late, around 11 p.m. Despite promises, A. 
was not taken home, but straight to his house. Friends were aware of the plans, but she was not warned. In the house 
of the groom everything had already been prepared, and women with handkerchiefs in their hands went out to meet 
her. She was afraid to go out of the car and was crying. Mother, sisters and other female relatives of the groom were 
pulling her out of the car, dragged her into the house and put him in a corner behind a specially made red curtains. 
She plucked a handkerchief, and they again threw it down. This went on for five hours. She cried, and they tried 
to persuade her, according to her words, she was "promised mountains of gold." They promised that they would give 
to finish school and threatened: "If you leave, you will be dishonored".  
When she calmed down and was a bit tired and, in the morning, older women ("grandmothers") went to her 
parents to tell the girl stolen, and ask for forgiveness. 
After a while her mother, aunt and grandmother came. Her mother asked, if she had come willingly. And a friend 
of the bridegroom in her voice said: "I came myself". It at this time it was noisy because of young people and his 
friends surrounding her. Mother got angry and: "If you had come, stay. I suppose you will not repent." And she left. 
After that, all of the groom's relatives came, hugged and thanked her. She was dressed in a pre-purchased new 
things: a black dress with red roses, pink blouse, black boots, stockings, in general, in the latest fashion, parents 
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began to call "my little child." Her head was covered with a scarf and three white shawls on top. She sat behind a 
curtain, which was removed later. In this room, everybody was celebrating by eating and drinking. 
After dinner, the groom's relatives took three bags to her parents’ home as "compensatory" gifts to parents and 
relatives. In the afternoon she went to sleep in another house, to his relatives, and in the evening she again returned 
to its original location, to the red curtain in the corner. Guests came, ate, drank tea and left, other came, etc. All three 
days she spent the night with relatives of the groom. Wedding took place on the fifth day. A week later, she went to 
continue her studies in Almaty and returned only after six months. Her husband visited her twice in Almaty. Now 
they are living with her husband well and have three children. 
Bridegroom. In this story, the groom is completely passive. An appropriate girl was picked up for him, for his 
family by his older and prosperous sister. And this seems to be typical. According to our informants, "those guys 
who do not know how to communicate with women" and "those who do not know how to take care of girls" usually 
abduct. They are aware that they cannot provide a positive response from girls to his offer; consequently, they resort 
to such methods. "He is also asked whom he likes? - He will show. In case there is no-one, his relatives are ready to 
find one. “Not just passive and timid young people are in the role of the thief, but also active and even aggressive to 
abduct the girl they like, if they know that she would turn down an offer of marriage. Such "grooms" look for a bride 
themselves. There are cases when the son brought a girl at night, and no one was waiting for them. The girl had to 
be kept in the car, until the basic preparations are made. 
The role of groom’s female relatives. As a rule, women relatives of a bridegroom look for a bride. However, as 
some of our respondents say, the mother is not involved in this, though, and she is probably aware of event 
happening. The main figures in this case are wives of elder brothers or aunts’ wives from the father’s side. That is, 
women rule. Males in this matter are not involved." Perhaps women are incited and groomsmen agree with them 
about the time of bride theft, they also prepare everything (scarves, shawl, curtain, refreshments, etc.) at this time. 
Characteristically, women also ask for forgiveness, as a rule. Thus, women are the instigators, organizers and 
performers kidnapping girls for a "passive" groom. 
The role of friends. Girlfriends play pretty unhelpful role. If the motives of the groom's women relatives can be 
explained by taking care of his cousin, the behavior of friends, at first glance, seems irrational and immoral. The 
groom and his friends persuade them to help them to take a girl late at night or even during the night to the house of 
the bride so that she did not suspect anything. It is quite impossible to commit without friends, because she just 
would not go anywhere. 
After stealing, girlfriends sit with the girl behind the screen, and along with the groom's relatives persuade her to 
stay and help to dress, if the bride stays, her friends also spend the night with her, etc. Perhaps the behavior of 
unmarried girlfriends is explained by some infantile game excitement, lack of understanding of what is happening. 
A., whose kidnapping was described above, told me that her friends were frightened when she was forcibly dragged 
out of the car and they ran away, and her mother then scolded them all. Therefore, an understanding of their 
nefarious deeds still presents. 
If, however, she leaves the house of a "groom", it is quite often when a real sweetheart marries another girl, 
because the stolen girl is considered "being married." A. told me: "But it sometimes happens that the one because 
for whom the girl left do not marry her. Basically girlfriends separate by saying that she was married. Basically 
unmarried girlfriends say it. Some do it because of envy - girlfriends are different. Males may already fall out of 
love, and find other young girls. Such representations are common to other Central Asian peoples. Here is an 
excerpt from the life stories of Uzbek women. "September 3, 1993 was my wedding. But I got married much earlier 
- June 17, I was stolen. But it was by mutual consent. My boyfriend could not then pay the bride-price, and agree 
with my parents, because he was previously married and divorced According to custom ... Stealing man should 
report the incident to the girl's parents on the same day. Those who steal not by consent inform on the next day. This 
is to ensure that, if the bride does not agree, and that it will not take back, it must necessarily be in the house for the 
night. This means that she spent the night with a man, even though this may not happen (Tokhtakhodjaeva 2008: 
191). 
Bride. The girl in this case is a victim, who is being abused. However, the girl who was stolen probably have a 
certain psychological type. They are passive, timid, obedient, accept the authority of seniors and public opinion. The 
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fact is that the girl, having a strong and firm character, has the ability to get out of this situation. One of our 
interviewees was tried to be stolen twice in 1980’s. The first time she was able to tear off a handkerchief out of the 
"groom’s" house and went to sleep to the close relatives living nearby, and the second time she realized that she was 
being taken to the other side, and refused to go further. 
A girl can also leave at the time when her mother or other relatives come to ask if she came willingly or not to the 
"groom’s" house. The obstacle to this is public opinion. As it was already mentioned, it is believed that the girl 
stolen is considered to be married, despite the fact that she did not even spend the night in the house. Moreover, 
according to our respondent, a young Kazakh women from Shymkent, "if she leaves, that is, if her parents take her 
home, the family loses its credibility" (Shymkent). 
External environment. Theft of girls tends to occur late at night, close to the night, which quite clearly points to 
a criminal, or at least anti-social nature of this phenomenon. Indeed, it is hard to imagine that a girl cries and tears, 
the scene of violent repatriated out of the car proceed in front of neighbors. Implementation of theft before midnight 
is a guarantee of "spending night" at groom’s place. But there are individual cases of theft in daylight, "some people 
are able to forcibly seize and bundle into a car. Like went to milk the cow, and in half an hour just hanging bucket is 
left". 
Important time of the abduction is covering the girl's head with a scarf and shawl. This action is considered to be 
a borderline by both parties, after which the girl is a wife. Which is why girls are so eager to break a headscarf, the 
groom's side and throw it hard to tie. Only after she ceases to resist, informants are sent to announce to her parents. 
A screen or curtains are also a required attribute. Usually, a bride in Kazakh a traditional wedding sits in a room 
behind a screen, so having it in the house "groom" means that the house is a wedding. 
Persuasion. Psychological pressure. Resisting girl has to be persuaded for several hours. Both promises and 
threats are usually used. Every girl gets her own promise (for A. it was important to finish my studies in the 
institute). A common threat to all is a shame for the girl and her family (poorly brought up daughter), "you will not 
find another like him", "if you leave, you will not be happy," etc., are the thread a girl decided to leave hears. Older 
women are the last persuade who even send a curse after an outgoing girl. Resident of Maktaraly region 
emphasized: "in case a girl leaves the house, it means that she leave her happiness beyond the threshold." The same 
explanation is given for cases when the stolen girl should stay. 
Reaction of a girl’s relatives. The girl's parents are unhappy with the theft. In any case, they have to ask their 
daughter if she willingly entered the house. Although our informants said about parents in general, but in all those 
cases it turned out that mother and other female relatives asked about their daughter’s will. Father expressed 
depending on the situation sincere or feigned displeasure. Subsequently, the father did not come to the wedding of 
the groom's house, and got acquainted with him and his family a few months, and sometimes even after the birth of 
the first child. 
Abduction and law: breach of rules becomes a tradition. In modern popular consciousness in everyday 
understanding bride kidnapping (both real and fictitious) is not just a tradition, but an ancient tradition, "the age-old 
custom of" Kazakhs. It is noteworthy that the same opinion was formed in Kirghiz’s traditions, who believe that the 
abduction without consent is "our tradition", endorsed by culture (Kleinbach, Salimjanova 2007: 219). But is it 
really? Did this tradition exist before? Ethnographic observations and analysis of customary law and the law of the 
Soviet period, which accounts for breaking old traditions and new construction would answer to this question. 
Materials of customary law, folklore, various literary and ethnographic evidence convince that abduction was a 
violation of the tradition of marriage, marginal behavior, for which the society developed the punitive measures 
enshrined in the common law, such as "shoots on secret entreaties of the bride and groom, or abduction bride groom 
is a violation of the legal custom, entailing very sensitive repression. Generally, bringing into a case on a runaway 
daughter depends solely on her father, who can forgive her, ask the court of elders or break all relations with a 
runaway daughter and the groom’s tribe. 
The last causes a blood feud between the clans and leads to endless claims and provides an opportunity for 
criminal cases" (Materials 1886: 246). Before, an intergeneric strife usually followed the abduction of the bride. 
Barymta threat, that is, possibility to revenge by killing played a moderating role, and bride kidnapping was rather 
an exception than the norm. Abduction of girls without parental consent was considered a serious offense, 
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punishable by adat. Incidentally, we note that although Shariat forbades stealing the bride, but retains the ability to 
forced marriage. 
However, the punishment of Kazakhs were committed by adat, the rules which were more important to them than 
the laws of Shariat. One of the earliest recordings of customary law refers to the Kazakhs in 1824. It contains such a 
rule, "#200. If a son or daughter, being already engaged, enter into a marriage with the other, without the knowledge 
of their parents, they are to be attached to death, but when his son, or daughter, the first no one has not wooed, and 
the latter has also not been betrothed, those allowed to arbitrarily combine and fathers are out of pity for him decide 
between themselves and pay the bride-price of 32 horses, two Kalmyk women, a camel and a best horse, but for the 
disrespect for arbitrariness on the part of the son’s parents, it is necessary to rely 9 horses of different varieties and 
one best horse, if they have nothing to pay then make payment to fix it. "The position of the Committee on the 
Kyrgyz (Kazakh) law amends: "First, to cancel dispatching to death, and for arbitrariness and marriage without the 
knowledge of parents, provide the guilty son to be punished by whip moderately, daughter -by rods, and the latter 
about affianced to leave the decision in the Kyrgyz custom "(Materials 1824: 66). 
Later norms prescribed that man stolen an affianced girl is to marry her with the payment of heavy fines and 
dowry to the girl's parents. If the girl was already fianced with another man, then man stolen a girl or her parents 
must also compensate an ex-bridegroom with one, or even two girls. 
For an ordinary Kazakh laws in dealing with such cases place the most important has been that the kidnapping 
was committed without the consent of the girl's parents. These cases were considered a crime. Then other 
circumstances were studied like: if a girl was wooed or not yet, if a thief stole his own bride or someone else's, all 
these influenced on the amount of fines and penalties. Agreement of a girl was not taken into account. Abduction of 
the girl with the consent of the parents is not considered a violation of adat. 
Soviet period, with the modernization of all spheres of life, and, as its consequence, breaking traditions brought 
many new things in the traditional life of the peoples of the USSR. Free from the opinions of parents and society a 
choice of a marriage partner became the norm in Soviet society, it changed the established views of people 
psychology relationship. The role of senior and influential people, who personified the "old way of life" had been 
reducing, the bonds within the traditional social institutions had been breaking down. 
The government actively created new socialist law. The earliest laws radically changed the entire legal 
framework of public relations. Already in 1921, "Decree of forcing women into marriage" was adopted, whose 
article 1 says: "Who mercenary or any other kinds of personal forces a woman to marry against her will and consent, 
shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of detention for a term of up to five years "(Kenzhaliev, Dauletova 
1993: 97-98). The penalty for violating the ban "coon, dowry, forced women to marriage and polygamy" was 
enshrined in the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation in 1922 (ibid: 127). The change of social relations, the 
real struggle for the "liberation of women", which results in getting their way outside the home - at work, school, 
social gatherings, just walking, more personal freedom, refusal or inability of the traditional society, the kind defend 
it leads to many personal tragedies "Before 1931, the system of offenses that constitute "vestiges of patriarchal-
tribal", the vast majority - a violation of the ban dowry, in the period 1933-1937 the marriage with a person under 
the age of puberty or marriageable age was on the first place "(Ibid: 139). 
Later imprisonment for the kidnapping of women or girls for marriage was constantly reaffirmed by law - the 
Criminal Code of the RSFSR in 1926, the Criminal Code of the Kazakh SSR. The new laws did not take into 
account the views of parents, but only agreement or disagreement of girls themselves. Forcing into marriage by their 
parents, not considered as a violation of the traditions on adat, is regarded as a crime modern law. Perhaps this has 
led to a gradual decrease in the number of marriages, committed by agreement between the parents, that is, through 
courtship, which was fixed by Werner (from 45% in mid-1940 to 6% by the end of 1990) (Werner 2004: 82-83). 
They give way to the abduction of agreement and the actual theft. Thus, although the law declared rights of girls, but 
in practice since the 1970s, the number of real theft begins to grow as the Kosh-Agach and in southern Kazakhstan. 
Ideological justification of the practice was widely believed that the theft of the bride - Kazakh tradition. 
We can assume that the reason for this in the following. Adat stopped playing some kind of role in the life of any 
nation. The local national intellectuals, lawyers, historians and ethnographers interpreted theft as a remnant, as "old 
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tradition", which is to be fought. Remnants been the subject of many revelatory works, including branding theft of 
girls. Here, for example, one of the eloquent quotes is given. 
"Still such a shameful thing as stealing girls was not fully eradicated. However, kidnapping was upgraded – girls 
are not taken away on horses, but by cars. Often parents, who want to get a dowry for their daughter, are a causer of 
a "theft". Young forced to leave home secretly to avoid participation in this practice. It is gratifying that the various 
cases abduction of girls or girls, as a rule, do not go unpunished. 
In the marriage of minors zhengetay (matchmaker) plays a popular role who take gifts for organizing kidnapping 
girls. We believe that zhengetay, plaguing young people, should carry severe penalties for their actions in front of 
public opinion and the law, not only as partners, but as organizers of the crime." Further, the author accuses the 
society in a liberal and conciliatory attitude, argues that the fight against remnants of need means of coercion,  it is 
urgent to seek the activeness of Kazakh girls and develop new rituals (Sarsenbayev, 1974: 162-163). 
A period of social and economic reforms on the second half of the 1980s and early 1990s has greatly contributed 
to strengthening the view that the kidnapping is a Kazakh folk tradition, not its offense. After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union at the time of independence, the Soviet social norms rapidly were destroyed and new ones have not yet 
been worked out. There is a loss of social orientation, a violation of law, deviant behavior became ubiquitous and 
pervasive. In these conditions, the half-forgotten are treated arbitrarily customary law to regulate social relations 




The purpose of a scientific article is predetermined to identify real or fictitious agreement / disagreement bride in 
kidnapping in the Kazakhs. 
For the European custom of human kidnapping women is the quintessential powerless position of Kazakh girls. 
But from the point of view of the Kazakhs (despite the fact that the opinion of the girls in choosing a marriage 
partner is not taken into account), adat still need to provide for the settlement of the conflict over the kidnapping, 
and therefore compensation for moral and physical damage to the family kidnapped girl. Traditional stereotypes of 
proper behavior of women affected the fact that many of the girls after kidnapping the stigma of going back to his 
parents' house and preferred to stay in the new family. 
Now this custom is almost exhausted. Unfortunately, not every bride is ready to resist the customs and so-called 
"serious" intentions of the groom. By law of the Republic of Kazakhstan, jail term of 7 to 12 years threatens the man 
who stole his wife, because the Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan an article is entitled "Abduction." 
Yes, there are traditions, so the law can specify that if it is done by agreement, it does not involve criminal 
character. Indeed, one of the reasons for kidnapping the bride is dowry. Some cannot pay the requested amount or 
arrange a luxury wedding, in such cases, young couples agree about the abduction. 
If we want to keep folk traditions and laws that can be done, it is possible to provide cases when the liability is 
incurred only in case of forced abduction of the bride without her consent. But the kidnapping of minor girls is to be 
excluded. At that age, a person cannot take an adequate legal decision. Teenage girl can be cheated, promised the 
good life, and so on, which is why such cases should be stopped. 
In recent years the number of actual thefts stopped growing, and perhaps began decreasing. There are marriages 
created by agreement of two sides on kidnapping the bride. Such kind of kidnapping is considered to be stealing, but 
in fact this is a fundamentally different phenomenon. 
As for the abduction with the consent, as there is increasing age of girls getting marriage, leads to a reduction of 
the number of stealing. The interlocutors from Shymkent and Taraz region tell that "girls get away in the youth. If 
girl runs away, it is general phenomenon. After 20 years it is ashamed. Girl with the diploma doesn’t agree to be 
stolen”. When education was not in the price, there more stealing took place. This explains the fact that nowadays 
the theft is less than in the last century. 
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